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“Craic” From The County Commissioner 
Hello everyone, well it’s Autumn and Winter is on the way.  I hope you all 
had a great summer and all your Camps and Activities over the summer 
went well.  Now the dark nights are here the challenge of providing a 
balanced programme is all the harder.  Some of you may find it easy to think 
of ideas and put them in to practice, and some may find it difficult, if you 
have a good idea, can you share it with others?  Why not send it in to 
Cumbria Chat, we all could do with new idea. 
 
Why not hold a meeting on a Saturday or Sunday instead of an evening, why 
not meet with the Group down the road and share ideas. You may feel that 
you are on your own but Cumbria has over 500 Leaders and some will be 
thinking the same as you, Leaders meetings are a great way to share best 
practice and meet with others, so if you get the chance make sure you go. If 
you don’t have them why not start them now.  Do you remember those 
Leaders on your training courses; they are another set of friends to call on 
for ideas.   
 
Ok I’ve gone on long enough about sharing, but please try it; you have 
nothing to lose but lots to gain. 
 
“ Be Prepared... the meaning of the motto is that a Scout must prepare 
himself by previous thinking out and practicing how to act on any 
accident or emergency so that he is never taken by surprise.”  
Quote from BP 
 
Cheers for Now 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 
 

wood which if complete spelt “Campfire”) 
(iv) Cook food (dough bread) 
(v) Collect water (carry water & fill container full of 

holes) 
 

 
The day ended with a campfire and sing along and all the 
children earned their International Friendship Award badge. 
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BARROW DISTRICT AGM 
The 2009 AGM at the 11th Barrow Beacon HQ was well 
attended. Among the guests were the Mayor & Mayoress 
of Barrow together with the past and present County 
Commissioners. Special congratulations were accorded to 
the 11th Beacon Scouts who completed the Keswick to 
Barrow Walk for the second consecutive year and to the 
St Perran’s Cubs who won the February page in the 
Chubb National Fire Safety Competition. 
 
County Commission, Graham White, presented the 
following awards: 
 
Chief Scout’s Bronze Award:  R Barrass, B Harrison,  
                                                  E Fawcett 
Chief Scout’s Silver Award:     J Priss, J Walker,  
                                                  H Barrass,    
                                                  A Johnson, A Cooksey 
Chief Scout’s Gold Award:     D Cottam, C Hubbold,  
                                                 A  Sadler,  J Harrop,  
                                                 M Managh,      
                                                 D McAllister,  C Marston 
 
Archery Awards: St Perran’s Scouts S Carswell, J Docker, 
C McNeil, J Waldron with their Leader, Phil H, took part 
in the 4th National Scout Archery Competition at Phasels 
Wood Scout Camp near Hemel Hempstead. Scouts and 
Leaders scores were added together for the team event in 
which they came second. In the individual category C 
McNeill came 2nd and Phil H was 1st. They received 
medals for the team and individual places along with a 
trophy for Phil to hold for a year.  
 
Graham presented the Jim Molyneux Trophy to St 
Matthew’s Beaver, Taylor Henderson, who has 
demonstrated great willingness of character and through 
his determination made excellent progress in his Scouting 
despite suffering from Duchenne’s Muscular Dystrophy. 
 

 
Taylor Henderson 

Chairman, Colin B, was presented with his 25 years 
Service Award, and on behalf of the Chief Scout, Graham 
presented Barrow District President, John W, with a 
Thanks Badge. John has been supporting the District 
since he was a Leader with the 3rd Troop more than 40 
years ago. Ivor H, retired County Commissioner, 
presented Graham W and Eddie R with their Silver Acorn 
decorations. 
 
Finally, a small presentation was made to the retired 

County Commissioner, Ivor H, as an expression of thanks 
from Barrow District for all his support over his 10 years as 
CC. 
 
2nd ULVERSTON H.Q. KITCHEN GETS  A MAKE-OVER 
The kitchen at 2nd Ulverston’s Dragley Beck HQ has been 
deteriorating over the years and failure of one item of 
another had cumulated in a complete clearout of all electrical 
appliances due to malfunction or for safety reasons. After 
discussions with the Masons through a Scout contact, an 
application for help was submitted. The application resulted 
in a donation of £750 which was presented as a cheque by 
W. Brother, Phil G, Assistant Provincial Grand Master, to 
Gavin K, GSL of the Group.  The task of planning the new 
kitchen has been given to Esther P, the SL’s wife, and plans 
are now in hand to give the kitchen a complete overhaul. 
 
Gavin also reported on a Group BBQ at the beginning of 
July for all Section members and their parents and families. 
It was a very successful evening with fun for everyone and 
the acquisition of two potential Leaders for Beavers and 
Cubs. Gavin reports that working under the new 
Chairmanship of Graham R (ex Cub Leader at the 2nd) the 
Group is hoping to establish stronger support for all their 
activities. 
 
 
KENTDALE SCOUT CENTRE 
Ambleside Scout Headquarters has been refurbished. It 
makes an excellent base for a day out or for a Nights Away 
experience. Ambleside is a great base for outdoor activities 
and the Centre is within walking district of the town centre. 
See the Kentdale website for more details: www.kentdale-
scouts.com  
 
 
DISTRICT COMMISSIONER FOR KENTDALE 
At the end of July Linda B stood down as District Commissioner for 
Kentdale. She has held the post for nine years, after serving for ten 
years as ADC (Cubs), and has been an outstanding DC providing 
support and encouragement to all the Groups, young people and 
Leaders. Being a DC is one of the most demanding roles in Scouting 
– everyone thinks they know what’s involved but reality is somewhat 
different with emails, correspondence, authorisations and phone calls 
to respond to. You are regarded as the fount of all knowledge, an 
expert on all the rules and a person who can calm volatile situation
Linda has coped with all those with enthusiasm and patience and 
under her leadership the District has flourished. She would agree that 
the support structure within Kentdale needs to be developed but she 
has introduced an excellent foundation for the future. 
 
 
 
 
 Linda is not disappearing. She will continue as ACSL at 1
Windermere, as a member of the County Training Team and will 
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Chair the District Appointments Advisory Committee. With the 
hope that the words in the second paragraph above do not 
discourage, Kentdale will appoint a new DC very soon. 

Tim K  
 

CENTENARY CUB FUN DAY 
Keswick Cubs, Pack A & B continued their Centenary 
Celebrations with a Fun Day at Braithwaite Institute. 
During the day the Cubs visited the 4 Zones, Athlete, 
Activity, Science and Craft, and took part in 21 activities, 
a 1 kilometre run, ski plank rating, making a simple 
compass and cold cooking.  During visits to The Science 
Zone and the Athletes Zone, Cubs had a change to 
complete a badge, activities from the other Zones 
contributed to other badges. 
Keswick Explorer Scouts helped run the day by setting 
up on the Friday night and running the activities with 
Leaders. Friday night is Keswick Explorers meeting 
night so after the Explorers had set up they went for a 
mountain bike ride and on their return started the BBQ. 
Friday evening finished with a sleepover which meant 
the Explorers were ready for the Fun Day on Saturday. 
 
1ST KESWICK SCOUT GROUP CENTENARY CAMP 
1st Keswick Scout Group continued their centenary year 
celebrations with a Group Camp at Broadness Farm. An 
ambitious programme of events kept all the young 
people busy from morning to night.   
 
During the camp the young people visited each of the 
activity zones. Activities in the zones included Kayaking, 
Canoeing, Raft Building, Zorb Ball, Archery, Backwards 
Cooking including a camp oven where everyone made 
delicious cakes, Crafts, Pioneering (making camp items 
out of wood) Survival Skills, Wide Games, Small Games, 
Trampoline and making and performing Junk Band 
instruments. The Scouts and Scout Leaders made a big 
camp entrance gate; the gate was a feat of design which 
was strong enough to have Scouts standing on the top. 
The Scout Flag and the Maltese flag flew from the gate. 
Keswick Scout Group has recently cemented their 
friendship with a Maltese Scout Group by twinning with 
Stella Maris College Scout Group.    
 
On Saturday evening parents and representatives of 
Scouting, ex leaders and representatives of the 
organisations who have supported the group over the 
years were invited to join the Keswick Scout Group for 
a Hog Roast and Camp Fire.  Luchini’s ice cream van 
visited and everyone finished their meal with an ice 
cream. 
 
 
The Deputy Chief Scout, Peter N joined the celebrations 
on Saturday evening. Peter and John B, who represented 

the Group’s District Eden, were shown around the site by 
Assistant Group Scout Leader/Scout Leader Norman 
Tonkin. They talked to the young people who were still 
engaged in activities and showed them what they had been 
doing on camp. Later in the evening Peter N presented 
certificates to two of the Group’s leaders, Gillian H and 
Mike R.  
 
Before the camp fire the junk band gave an amazing 
performance. On the Friday Ben G, Leftfoot Productions 
ran a workshop with the young people and leaders during 
which they made their instruments and learned how to play 
them. The Group then composed a piece of music which 
they played before the camp fire. The performance was 
conducted by J Woodcock an Explorer Scout with the 
Group. The young people now know that “junk can be 
recycled into instruments” Although the weather made the 
camp logistics difficult everyone had a fabulous time.  
 
1st Keswick Scout Group would like to thank all the 
organisations that have supported the camp financially, as 
well as the Parents, The Helpers, The Lions, The Activity 
providers and Facility Providers for all their support and 
hard work before and during and after the camp, it would 
not have happened without you. Thank you.  
 

1st Keswick Scout Group 1909 – 2009 
 

Claudia W, GSL 1st Keswick 
 

 
 
 

The Youngest and Oldest St Matthew’s Beavers  
 

 
cutting the 21st Birthday Cake 
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Members of Ayers Explorer Scout 
Unit have just returned from an 
adrenaline filled weekend.  

They won a national competition in Scouting Magazine last year 
for their members to go Coasteering at the Lusty Glaze 
Adventure Centre. 
 
However, this was in Newquay in Cornwall some 430 miles away! 
So they were faced with the cost of transporting and 
accommodating everyone for the weekend.  Thanks to support 
from Cumbria Neighbourhood Forums, Cumbria Community 
Foundation & Cumbria County Scout Council as well as their 
own fundraising the adventure took place on 26-27 September. 
 
They took the train from Carlisle to Manchester on the Friday 
morning, before taking the 45 minute flight to Newquay. Whilst 
there they slept on the floor at the 5th Newquay Scout hut which 
was only minutes from the beach.  They had been worried about 
the weather so late in the season, but there was no need as it was 
still summer down south! 
 
Coasteering is a thrilling activity combining climbing, scrambling, 
sea swimming and cliff jumping, taking you to otherwise 
inaccessible parts of, in this case, the Cornish coast. Routes 
traversed around the foot of high cliffs and through sea caves, 
allowing the Scouts to get up close and personal with all kinds of 
marine life including an inquisitive seal!  The sessions were led by 
professional coasteering guides from the Lusty Glaze Adventure 
Centre keeping everyone safe whilst still testing their limits. 
 
With adventure at the core of Scouting, members of Ayers are 
always on the look out for extreme challenges, however, this was 
a full-on adrenaline activity must be rated as one of their most 
adventurous yet. 
 
Explorer Scout, J Ferguson, aged 17, said  
 
“Coasteering was an amazing experience, and only with Scouts would 
I have the opportunity to take part in activities as exciting as 
this!" "The whole event was brilliant, from flying down to Newquay, 
to coasteering our way round the coast, jumping off rocks and cannon 
balling into the sea! All in all it was a fantastic time.”  
 

     
 
 

Lots more pictures can be seen at 
www.ayersesu.smugmug.com/Outdoor-

Activities/Coasteering/  
 

There is a video on their YouTube Channel too at 
www.youtube.com/user/AyersExplorerScouts 

 
 

1st Keswick Scout Group Centenary Regatta  
 
On Sunday 7th June 1st Keswick Scout Group held a 
family Regatta in Crow Park. Platty + ran Dragon Boat 
sessions for the young people and their families and 
sailing for the Explorers. 
 
The Group’s qualified leaders ran kayaking and canoeing 
sessions everyone.  
 
For the land- lovers there were games, kite flying, treasure 
hunt, a trampoline and of course swing balls, which were 
going all day long. 
 
At lunchtime everyone took a break to either eat their 
picnics or BBQ which they cooked on the Group’s large 
BBQs. The day remained dry with the sun making an 
appearance now and then. 
 
Graham White Cumbria County Commissioner took part 
in one of the Dragon Boat Sessions and came back saying 
“brilliant it’s a long time since I have done that”. Eden 
District Commissioner Richard P attended and took part 
in all the sessions with his son; he said “that was my first 
trip in a Dragon Boat; it has given me some ideas for a 
District event.”  Pat and John B from Eden District Team 
also attended the event and Alistair Yates County Water 
Advisor helped with the water activities.    
 
The theme for the Regatta was – many colours, and 
everyone was challenged to wear as many colours as 
possible. Prizes were handed out to the young people, 
with the winning number of colours being 19. Adult 
prizes were handed out to Bob R Cub Leader (Akela) who 
wore a multi coloured hat all day, too many colours to 
count and Sarah  Le G (Popsie), parent, for her multi 
coloured, multi layered attire. 
 
Everyone agreed that the event was a great success. 
 

Graham W, CC 
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In October 2008, The Association 
established the Public Affairs and 
Campaigns team (PA&C) to support the 
work of the movement in influencing 
public policy and building campaigns that complement its work.  
Most recently they successfully organised the first ever cub lobby of 
parliament as part of the Stop the Rain Tax campaign which saw over 
200 Scout representatives attending Westminster on behalf of the 
Association.  Following on from this they have promoted two 
further opportunities for young members as part of their work 
developing the capacity of members of the Association to campaign. 

As you may have already seen in Scouting Plus, HQ organised the 
first ever Scout Young Campaigner Summer School, which was open 
to all Scouts aged 14 – 25.  The Summer School was aimed at helping 
young Scouts develop the confidence and skills to become effective 
at campaigning and advocacy activities. Four members of Ayers 
Explorer Scout Unit from Carlisle attended the two day course in 
Oxford at the beginning of September. 

Andy Thompson who attended the course said "I thought the scout 
young campaigner summer school was brilliant, it really helped to get 
to grips with campaigning and taught me alot. It definitely made me 
want to campaign for what is right and taught me how to get the 
correct people to back your campaign. All in all a really good 
weekend both socially and educationally." 

Please note further training opportunities are being planned for 
campaigning skills so those who could not attend this session can 
also express an interest in receiving information about future 
activities. 

In addition to this, the team have been hosting “Scouts Speak Up” 
events at the Conservative, Liberal Democrat and Labour party 
conferences this autumn.  Providing an interactive opportunity to 
speak with representatives of major political parties ahead of the 
forthcoming general election about the positive contribution 
Scouting makes to young people’s lives. Full details were in Scouting 
Magazine. The Liberal Democrat and Labour Party Conferences took 
place in September. Two leaders and four Explorer Scouts from 
Ayers Explorer Scout Unit will be attending the Conservative Party 
Conference on Monday 5th October at the Mechanics Institute in 
Manchester and will report back after the event. 

Anyone interested in future events or the work of the PA&C team, 
please email citizen@scout.org.u 

HOOSIDERS EXPLORER SCOUT UNIT 
POLAND EXPEDITION 
 

 

 
 
 
Members of the Hoosiders Explorer Scouts have just returned 
from an action-packed summer expedition to Poland. The trip 
started in the bustling Krakow where they visited the Royal 
Palace and armoury, and then had time to soak up the 
atmosphere of this cosmopolitan city. 
 
From Krakow, the Explorer Scouts undertook two 
contrasting expeditions. The first was to the chilling Nazi 
concentration camps of Auschwitz and Birkenau where a local 
guide led a tour and explained the sites’ grim history. The visit 
concluded with the group lighting candles at the memorial to 
the 1.5 million people who were murdered here. All the group 
agreed that this was a challenging but very worthwhile 
experience. The next day the Explorer Scouts headed 
underground at the Wielicka Salt Mine on the outskirts of 
Krakow. Walking through a labyrinth of tunnels, they 
discovered the remarkable chambers and sculptures, all hewn 
from rock salt. 
 
For the second half of the week, the group travelled on to the 
town of Zakopane at the foot of the Tatra  mountains. This 
proved to be an ideal venue for activities such as walking and 
mountain biking. Some members even managed to walk to the 
lofty 2,000 metre high mountain ridge that separates Poland 
and Slovakia. In the warm weather the refreshing outdoor 
swimming pool was the perfect place to relax. Each evening 
the group enjoyed the town’s lively atmosphere and sampled 
Polish food in some of its many restaurants. 
 
All too soon it was time to return to Cumbria with happy 
memories, strong friendships and a new understanding of this 
fascinating country. The Hoosiders Explorer Scouts are an 
active group of 14 to 18 year olds who meet in Penrith and 
Appleby.  
 
 

For further information about Scouting in Eden District 
please contact 

The Scout Development Office on 01768 862040 
 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS & CAMPAIGNS NEWS 
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 SCOUTING IN THE MEDIA 

You may or may not be aware that I have recently taken on the role of County Media 
Development Manager (MDM), following training in Birmingham. I am also MDM for 
Reivers District, ideally we would like to have an MDM in each District, if you would 
be interested in this role let me know and check out 
http://www.scouts.org.uk/events/40/mdm-and-ysp-training-event-manchester 
  
I will be trying to push as many local and national stories (with local links) to the media 
as possible promoting modern Scouting. The main thrust of these stories should always 
be Adventure, Fun & Challenge (AFC - Arsenal Football Club was the way one of 
the trainers remembers it!) 
  
Another piece of media terminology used by HQ refers to pictures which can be the 
most important part of many stories, i.e. are they "On Brand" which links back to the 
AFC. HQ hates to see grab and grin pictures (a line of Scouts in Uniform holding 
certificates for example), what the picture should be of is the Scouts having fun and 
doing the activity which led to the award. Likewise don't get Scouts and Explorers to 
wear full uniform when on a climbing wall for example, there's no need, fun activities 
are informal, yes have them wearing a Necker by all means. With Cubs and Beavers this 
is less of an issue. Your Scouts may have just completed their Expedition Challenge - 
lets have a picture of them doing the Challenge with a story and not a picture of them 
in Uniform getting presented with badges from the DC, I think you get my drift. (See 
example for Challenge Hike attached) 
  
When drafting a news story, it is important to try to include "Key Messages" whenever 
and wherever you can, I have attached a sheet of these for reference. 
  
As you may know as well as running a very active Explorer Scout Unit I already have a 
number of Scouting roles in Reivers District, so what I am hoping is that you will 
generate your own stories rather than me doing them for you (I will pick 
up Countywide & National Stories). However by all means if you want to run anything 
by me for comment or advice, please do so and I will help. Likewise I can provide 
contact e-mails/numbers. 
  
The best way to submit a story by e-mail to the local media is to give the e-mail an 
exciting headline and then give the story in the body of the e-mail rather than an 
attachment and remember a good photo is key to many stories and should be submitted 
in high quality. Send it as news rather than a press release. Stories should always 
included relevant quotes, this is a good way of getting a message across, stories can be 
edited, quotes can't. Quote's should be from young people wherever possible (don't 
worry about making them up!). An example of an article with key messages and quotes 
can be seen here 
www.newsandstar.co.uk/news/extreme_measures_help_fund_scout_trip_1_599541 
  
Regarding young people, we now have another great resource in the County with four 
very enthusiastic trained Young Spokespeople (YSP's). These are 4 members of Ayers 
Explorer Scout Unit who have received media training from HQ. Should you be 
inviting the press/TV/radio to an event young people should be the one's being 
interviewed as a priority over adults. Should you have any media opportunities and 
would like the support of the YSP's let me know. I am conscious that in a County of 
our size that four YSP's located in Carlisle is not great coverage (although they are 
willing to travel). I have already sent a seperate e-mail to all Explorer Scout Leaders in 
the County, trying to recruit more (see www.scouts.org.uk/ysp). The four YSP's will 
have a stand at the County AGM so you will have an opportunity to meet and speak to 
them there. 
  
I have a telephone media briefing with HQ on the first Tuesday of each month and 
should there be any National or Regional stories with local links I will circulate these. 
  
I know that you are all busy but can I leave every Section with the challenge of 
getting at least one story in the local media in the next 12 months, which would a 
great start. Remember to hammer home the message that we are a growing movement, 
as one of the UK’s key challenges (being pushed by Bear) is finding more volunteers to 
plug the current gap.  At present there are more than 33,000 young people on waiting 
lists in the UK. Note the fact that leaders like ourselves get involved for the same 
reasons as the young people, because we want to have fun and friendship too! 
  
Any questions please get in touch and please send me copies of everything you 
manage to get in the media. 
  
EDDIE W, County MDM  
8 Fulmar Place, Turnstone Park, Carlisle, Cumbria, CA2 7NW 
E-mail : media@CumbriaScouts.org.UK 

 

SOCIAL NETWORKING 
 

Here are some Facebook & Twitter links 
users may find interesting 

 

   
 
�x Ayers Explorer Scouts Fan Page  

– www.facebook.com/pages/Ayers-Explorer-Scout-Unit/105372579750 
�x Cumbria Explorer Scouts  

– www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=71191239477  
�x Dragnet – www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=45896347197 
�x Former Cumbrian Scouts & Leaders  

– www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=120898595953 
�x 1st Facebook Scout Group  

– www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=2450689742 
�x Bear Grylls Chief Scout  

– www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=77961243610 
 

 

 
 
�x Dragnet – www.twitter.com/DragnetCumbria 
�x Ayers Explorer Scouts – www.twitter.com/ayersextreme 
�x Scout HQ – www.twitter.com/UKScouting 
�x UK International Scouts – www.twitter.com/ukintscouts 
�x Gilwell Park – www.twitter.com/Gilwellpark 
�x World Scouting News – www.twitter.com/WorldScouting 
�x Bear Grylls – www.twitter.com/BearGrylls 
 
 
 
 

 
 

now have their own website at 
www.CumbriaExplorers.co.uk 

please make sure that all Explorer Scouts 
 in the County know 

 
Input and feedback most welcome 

(contact details on the site) 
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WANTED! 
 
More YSP's in the County and MDM's  in every District 
  
Are you interested in helping to promote the best of 
Scouting through the media? In 2009 HQ have 
been running a number of training days for young people 
interested and involved in media spokesperson work. 
Along side these days they have also offer training for 
adults supporting media work at a County and District 
level (MDM training) 
 
Each training day will be providing the following 
opportunities: 

Prospective Young Spokespeople     
The target audience for this event are 14- 17 years old 
Explorer Scouts. The experience will help those attend 
talk confidently to local print, TV and radio journalists 
about the Scouting activities they involved in. For more 
information on the type of young person who would 
benefit from attending this experience please check out 
www.scouts.org.uk/ysp After attending a training day in 
Birmingham four members of Ayers Explorer Scout 
Unit were really enthused and have been working on 
numerous media opportunities since, promoting the very 
best of Scouting. Hopefully you had a chance to speak to 
them at the County AGM. Newly appointed Media 
Development Managers (MDMs) The target audience for 
this event is newly appointed MDMs. This experience 
will help those who attend understand and value the 
Scout brand, spot and craft a story and pitch it to 
journalists. 
 
Where and when? 
10 October – Wales – Cardiff  
 
28 November – Manchester 
  
Check out www.scouts.org.uk/ysp for full details. 
 
Anybody can attend any event. They are not regional 
specific. There will be no cost for any of these events. 
You will need to make your own way to each venue. 
Lunch tea and coffee will be provided. 
 
If you would like more information about each 
experience please email pat.cracknell@scout.org.uk or 
call Simon Carter on 020 8433 7260. You can 
also email ysp@scout.org.uk  

40 teams of Scouts from around the UK descended 
on the Lake District on the weekend of 3-5 July for the annual 
Dragnet challenge. Dragnet is one of the toughest challenges 
in the Scouting calendar. 
 
The Dragnet Challenge is to make your way through a narrow 
corridor of land in the Cumbrian Lake District covering a 
distance of at least 35 miles. Teams of four then have to use 
their Scouting skills to navigate from Friday night until Sunday 
morning back to the defined base camp from the secret drop 
off point.  On the way they must avoid capture from teams of 
experienced catchers who can take one of three life cards 
which reduce the chance of winning the competition.  The 
winning teams must have the maximum number of lives and 
run into the base camp closest to 11 am. on the Sunday.  
 
Dragnet has been run by Cumbria Scouts since 1974. As well 
as Cumbrian teams, this year there were teams from all over 
the UK from Edinburgh in the North to Richmond-upon-
Thames in the South.  The competition is not just one of 
brute force and stamina, but one of stealth, cunning, 
teamwork and planning. 
 
This year the base was at the Old School House in Boot and 
teams had to make their way back from the drop off on the 
Caldbeck Fells. The route and mixed weather this year made it 
one of the toughest competitions in the event’s 35 year 
history. With only four teams competing the event with lives 
intact. After several years of Out of County winners Cumbria 
managed a first and second this year in the Explorer Scout 
event, with Ayers Explorer Scout Unit from Carlisle in first 
place and Inglewood ESU from Dalston taking second place. 
Third place went to Gladiator ESU from Congleton. The 
winners of the Scout Network Event were Ormskirk 
Network. 
 
Andy, aged 17, an Explorer Scout from the winning team said  
 
“This is my third Dragnet and it is one of the toughest challenges I have 
ever faced, especially this year’s event, but it is great fun being out on the 
fells with my mates and I’ll be back to defend the Shield next year.” 
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SCOUT ASSOCIATION AWARDS 
All the Scout Association Awards for 2008/09 are 
published in the Cumbria County Scout Council 
Annual Report – available from the County Scout 
Office on request.  
 
Leaders who have completed the  
 
GETTING STARTED COURSE … are 

Anny H  
Jo W 

Andrew H  
Stephen W  

Claire W  
Alistair B 

1st Petteril Vale  
1st Stainton  
1st Petteril Vale  
1st Beckermet  
1st Hensingham  
1st Petteril Vale  

  
WOOD BADGE AWARD …are 

Mark R 
Jason M  
Frank G  

Gary T 
Debra G  

Alisdair G  
Paul M  

1st Appleby  
2nd  Penrith  
1st Border  
13th Carlisle  
1st Scotby  
1st Scotby  
1st Scotby  

Congratulations 
 

 

 

EASTBOURNE DISTRICT SCOUT 
FIRST AID TEAM 

For latest First Aid information and Special Offers 
http@//shop.edsfat.org.uk/ 

or to place an order 
edsfat.sales@hotmail.co.uk 

Please contact: 
COUNTY TRAINING MANAGER 

Mrs Linda K 
42 French Street, Barrow in Furness LA14 3PR 

 
OR 

COUNTY TRAINING REGISTRAR 
Heather McA 

49 Skiddaw Road, Carlisle CA2 5QS 
�� Training@CumbriaScouts.org.UK 

Copies of the summarised  
Cumbria County Scout Council  

 
ANNUAL REPORT 2008/09  

and 
a full Annual Report, including the Statement 

of Financial Activities, Bal ance Sheet and 
Notes to the Accounts are available from the 

County Scout Office upon request . 

Please forward any County Directory 
updates & new or amended email 
addresses  to Tricia at the County 

Scout Office by the end of November 
as the new County Directory will be 

produced and be distributed asp. after 
the AGM 

W a n t e d 

�x Small Team to look at County Website with our Webmaster. 

�x To recommend improvements, change, etc. 

�x Young and not so young accepted 

�x Pay, as always under review! 

�x INTERESTED ?? 

�x Please contact the CC via the website or Facebook 
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  Note from the Editor 
 
Thank you for contributions from …. 

Graham W, Eddie W, Tim K, Roger F 
Denis S, Claudia W, Eddie R 

 
As you have possibly heard on the Scout grapevine I have been absent from the Scout Office since 
April recovering from an operation – so apologies for the Chat not being ready for September – 
but better late than never! I hope you enjoy this belated issue with all the exciting activities which 
have taken place over the summer.  Now I’m back in the Scout Office I look forward to 
receiving any articles and items of interest which you would like in the next issue which will be 
going out at Christmas which hopefully will be distributed early in December. Please forward 
your articles for the next issue to me at the address below.   Thank You.  
 

 
Tricia H, County Administrator 
County Scout Office, c/o Connexions Cumbria 
124 Highgate, Kendal LA9 4HE 
�� 01539 792886 
�� Admin@CumbriaScouts.org.UK 

c/o Connexions Cumbria 
124 Highgate 
KENDAL LA9 4HE 
�� 01539 792886 
�� 01539 733316 
�� admin@CumbriaScouts.org.UK 
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